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Marx and Engles
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Directions: Read the following excerpts of The Communist Manifesto that was
written by Karl Marx and Friedich Engels in 1848, and answer the thought
questions below.

Thought Questions:
[8] The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not done away with
class antagonisms. It has but established new classes, new conditions of oppression, new forms of struggle in
place of the old ones.
Question 1: What is Marx saying about the current condition of society?

[12] The feudal system of industry, in which industrial production was monopolized by closed guilds, now no
longer suffices for the growing wants of the new markets. The manufacturing system took its place. The guildmasters were pushed aside by the manufacturing middle class; division of labor between the different corporate
guilds vanished in the face of division of labor in each single workshop.
Question 2: In Marx’s mind, what has changed in the modes of production and manufacturing? How has
this changed society?

[14] Modern industry has established the world market, for which the discovery of America paved the way. This
market has given an immense development to commerce, to navigation, to communication by land. This
development has, in turn, reacted on the extension of industry; and in proportion as industry, commerce,
navigation, railways extended, in the same proportion the bourgeoisie developed, increased its capital, and
pushed into the background every class handed down from the Middle Ages.
Question 3: What impact did the Americas have on the economy?

[25] The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all instruments of production, by the immensely facilitated
means of communication, draws all, even the most barbarian, nations into civilization. The cheap prices of
commodities are the heavy artillery with which it forces the barbarians' intensely obstinate hatred of foreigners
to capitulate. It compels all nations, on pain of extinction, to adopt the bourgeois mode of production; it
compels them to introduce what it calls civilization into their midst, i.e., to become bourgeois themselves. In one
word, it creates a world after its own image.
Question 4: How has industrialization led to the need to make connections across the globe? What
impact does this have on those nations?

