
Purpose of Political Parties 



Political Parties 

• Political Parties are broad 
organizations of like-minded 
individuals 

• Similar values and idea of role of 
government 
• Conservatives favor limited federal 

government, and traditional values 

• Liberals favor progressive social 
values, and social programs 



Party Functions: Candidate Recruitment 
• In order to have more say in the 

government political parties 
work hard to help 
representatives from their party 
get elected. 
• Work at the Federal, State, and 

local levels 

• Difficult to get good candidates 
• Needs to meet party ideologies, 

have the proper background, and 
have the commitment and 
finances to support an election 



Party Functions: Organizing Elections 

• Elections take a lot of time, 
money, resources, and 
experience 
• Too much for any one person 

to handle, especially if they 
have never done it before 

• Parties help with resources, 
support, and ideas for running 
effective campaigns. 

 



Party Functions: Establishing Platforms 
• Party leadership helps direct 

party members to form 
platforms 
• Part positions on certain topics 

such as foreign policy, the 
economy, public policy, etc… 

• Helps clearly state what voters 
are getting if they elect a 
member of the party 
• Candidate Platforms formulated 

with help from the party 



 Party Functions: Operate the Government 

• Party leadership helps make 
decisions and suggestions to 
other party members 
• Can make suggestions on 

appointment 

• Selects legislative leaders 

• Party members rely on the 
knowledge of experienced part 
members to help further their 
causes 



Party Functions: Strengthen the Party 

• Parties help organize members 
in government under the 
direction of party leaders 
• Endorse candidates 

• Provide organized resistance to 
other parties 

• Help raise funds for electing more 
party members 

• Supporting bills that help party 


