
The Caribbean Islands 

Major issues and factors of the 
Caribbean Islands 





The divided Island 

ÅIsland divided in 1692 
ïDominican Republic 

had Spanish Influence 
ïHaiti had French 

Influence 

ÅLong standing 
animosity between 
two countries 
ïRefugees from Haiti 

seek better life in 
Dominican Republic 



Hispaniola Issues 

ÅRacial tensions between 
Dominicans and Haitians  
ïBoth cultures have heavy 

influence from Africa, 
Natives, and Europeans 

ïAntihaitianismo ς Dominican 
hatred of Haitians 

ÅDominican Republic receives 
more rain 
ïBetter agricultural base 



Differences in Policy 

ÅResources allow 
Dominican 
Republic to be 
more protective 
while Haiti 
needs as many 
resources as 
possible 



The 2010 Earth Quake 

ÅIn January 2010 a 
massive earthquake 
hit the capital of Haiti 
Port-au-Prince 
ïEstimated 300,000 

dead 

ÅDominican Republic 
offered help at 
beginning 
ïMore Haitian refugees 

sought out help 



Socio-Economic Divides 

ÅDominican Republic 
Economically better off 
ïGDP Per Capita (PPP) of 

$15,000 vs. $1,800 

ÅDominican Republic 
socially better off 
ïLife expectancy of 63 

years in Haiti, 78 in 
Dominican Republic 
ïLiteracy is 91.8% in 

Dominican Republic vs. 
60.7% in Haiti 

*2015 CIA World Factbook 





The Lesser Antilles 

ÅDivision of smaller 
islands of Eastern 
Caribbean 

ï8 States and 16 
dependencies 

ÅOwned by the United 
States, France, 
Netherlands, the UK, 
and Venezuela  



Religious Influence 



Linguistic Influence 


