
The Romanesque 
Movement 



Romanesque Origins 

ÅPrimarily attached to the rise and spread of 
Christianity in Europe 

ïMonasteries became centers of education and art 

ïConstruction of city cathedral and churches in 
Roman Style 

ïTrying to bring people closer to God 



Romanesque Architecture 

ÅPrimarily monasteries, cathedrals, and 
churches 

ÅAdapted from plans of the Roman Basilica 

ïNave 

ïLateral aisles 

ïApse 

ïAmbulatory 

ïSide Chapels  





Ely Cathedral, Ely, England 



The Nave ς York Cathedral, York, 
England 



Lateral Aisles ς Lincoln Cathedral, 
Lincoln, England 



Apse - St. YǳƴƛōŜǊǘΩǎ church, Cologne, 
Germany 



Romanesque Cloister, Notre Dame de 
Puy, Le Puy en Velay, France 



Ornamentation and Design 

ÅOrnamentation 

ïMonumental doors 

ïArches 

ÅDesign 

ïFrescos 

ïBronze reliefs 

ïCandleholders 

ïGrand Facades 
Gloucester Candlestick, 12th Century  



The tympanum of Vezelay Abeey, 
Burgundy, France, 1130s 


