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Description: Read through the article below regarding a recent change in policy towards a 
national monument in the United States and then answer the thought questions at the bottom of 
the page. 
 
Firm Prepares To Mine Land Previously Protected As A National Monument 
June 21, 20186:31 AM ET 
A Canadian mining firm says it will move forward with plans to mine minerals from land that was 
previously part of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in Utah. Last December, a 
public official removed nearly half of the Grand Staircase-Escalante from protection, as well as 
part of the Bears Ears National Monument, which is also in Utah. The move was the largest 
reversal of national monument protections in U.S. history. 
Glacier Lake Resources Inc., a Vancouver-based copper and silver mining firm, says it has 
acquired the Colt Mesa deposit, an approximately 200-acre parcel of land located about 35 
miles southeast of Boulder, Utah. Because it was nationally protected, the area was previously 
off limits to development and mining. In a press release the company noted that the deposit 
"recently became open for staking and exploration after a 21-year period moratorium." 
The president and CEO of Glacier Lake Resources, called the project "a welcome addition to 
the company's ever-growing portfolio." 
The company's extraction of resources would have little impact on tourism and the environment, 
the company president told a news organization, "The target is a high value, underground 
scenario with modest disturbance." Glacier Lake Resources says it has conducted sampling that 
confirmed the presence of several minerals, including cobalt. 
A former federal employee established the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in 
1996. It was previously the largest national monument in the country. A public official has also 
slashed the Bears Ears National Monument by about a million acres — to roughly 15 percent of 
its original size. 
These actions followed a government action by a public official in April 2017, when he instructed 
a government official to review any national monument created since 1996. The public official 
said the review would return control of the land "to the people, the people of all of the states, the 
people of the United States." 
After the public official announced that he was reducing the size of the national monuments in 
Utah, Native American tribes, scientists, and conservationists immediately filed lawsuits against 
the administration, arguing that only Congress has that power. 
This week, following Glacier Lake Resources' announcement of preparations to mine formerly 
protected land in Utah, the Wilderness Society released a statement from Nada Culver, its 
counsel and senior director for agency policy: 
"Mining is prohibited in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and any mining 
claims are invalid, just like the public official’s attempt to dismantle the monument, which we are 
already challenging in court. This company's actions, and any others that try to mine within 
monument boundaries, will be scrutinized. We are monitoring this situation and will not stand by 
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and watch mining companies rush to leave irreplaceable scars and damage the natural values 
of these lands. 
For those who doubt the intended beneficiaries of the attack on our national monuments, we 
now have some more evidence of the real reason the administration is trying to sacrifice our 
public lands." 
To obtain mining rights for land in the U.S., prospectors have to follow a mining law which dates 
back to 1872. Glacier Lake Resources said it plans to start surface exploration this summer and 
drill permitting "will be initiated shortly." 
 
Thought Questions: 
 

1. Record the arguments that a pro-mining  
 
 
 
 

2. Record the arguments against the mining  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you agree or disagree with the decision to allow mining in the Bears Ears National 
Monument? Explain your reasoning 

 


