
Basics of Population Geography  



Population 

ÅThe number of people within a given 
geographic area 



Demography 

ÅThe study of population characteristics 

ïLooks at spatial distributions of people by age, 
ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŜǘŎΧ 



Physiological Density 

ÅThe amount of people 
divided by the amount 
of arable land 
ïEx. USA is 445 per 

square mile, Egypt is 
6,682 per square mile 

ÅThe higher the 
physiological density 
the greater the 
pressure the people 
put on the land to 
produce food 



Agricultural Density 

ÅIs the ratio of the number of farmers to the 
amount of arable land 

ïUSA has 2 farmers per square kilometer, China is 
145 farmers per square kilometer  



Overpopulation 

ÅRefers to the over-exertion of resources given 
ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  



Mapping Data ς Population Pyramids 



Mapping Data ς Population Cartogram 
Map 



Mapping Data ς Population Density 
Map 



The Demographic Transition Model 

ÅUses Crude 
Birth Rate and 
Crude Death 
Rate to 
calculate 
population 
growth at 
different 
stages of 
development 



Thomas Malthus (1766 ς 1834) 

ÅEnglish Economist 

ï1766-1834 

ïConsidered to be father of 
Demographics 

ïMade observations of 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
during industrial revolution 



Population vs. Resources 

ÅFor stages 1-3 resources exceed population, then 
as population exceed resources this leads to 
άƳƛǎŜǊȅέ 



Positive Checks 

* Red line is population, blue line is food production 


