
 
Critiquing the UN’s SDGs 
Name: 
 
Instructions: Use information from the following articles (or other articles you find online - if you 
do find other bits of information please provide a more full citation in your response or link to the 
article) to answer the prompt below. Come up with your own answer to the prompt with 
reference to at least one article (cite the article in your response by including the name of the 
author in parentheses ex. (Hickel)). You will then take a counter-opinion and argue that (again 
citing information from an appropriate article). 
 
Suggested Sources: 

● Dr. Jason Hickel, Five Reasons to Think Twice About the UN's Sustainable 
Development Goals 

● Dr. Kathleen Smyth, A Historian's Critique of Sustainability (pgs. 921-924) 
● Andrew Urevig, How are we doing with the Environment-related Sustainable 

Development Goals? 
● World Economic Forum (WEF), Which countries are achieving the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals Fastest? 
● Kaysia Brown and Krista Rasmussen, The Sustainable Development Goals in 2019: 

People, Planet, Prosperity in Focus 
 
Prompt: Are the UN's Sustainable Development environmental goals too lofty? Are the world's 
environmental issues better left to national or local levels of government to try to address?  
 
Your Argument: 
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https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-reasons-to-think-twice-about-the-uns-sustainable-development-goals/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-reasons-to-think-twice-about-the-uns-sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.cultureunbound.ep.liu.se/v6/a50/cu14v6a50.pdf
https://ensia.com/notable/environment-sustainable-development-goals/
https://ensia.com/notable/environment-sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/03/countries-achieving-un-sustainable-development-goals-fastest/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/03/countries-achieving-un-sustainable-development-goals-fastest/
https://unfoundation.org/blog/post/the-sustainable-development-goals-in-2019-people-planet-prosperity-in-focus/
https://unfoundation.org/blog/post/the-sustainable-development-goals-in-2019-people-planet-prosperity-in-focus/


 
Counter Argument:  
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