
World History     Name: 

Exploration of Oceania     Section: 
       Score: _____/5 

 
Directions: Use the readings to find out the significance of the dates below. On 
the map place a circle in all the places that Dutch explorer Abel Tasman 
traveled to, and a square all the places the British explorer James Cook 
traveled to. 

 

 

1642- 1770-  

1644-  1773- 

1768-  1777-1779 

1769-  Who was more significant? Why? 



Tasman, Abel Janszoon (1603–1659) 
by J. W. Forsyth 
 

 Abel Janszoon Tasman (1603?-1659), mariner, was born at 
Lutjegast, near Groningen, in the Netherlands. He received a sufficient 
education to enable him to express his ideas clearly in writing and to 
become a skilled navigator. He married Claesgie Meyndrix, by whom 
he had a daughter. After his wife died, he married Joanna Tiercx in 
January 1632. Soon afterwards, as a sailor before the mast, he sailed 
for the East Indies, where he was a first mate in February and a 
skipper in May 1634. In that year in a minor exploration he had a 
narrow escape from death, when in an incautious landing several of 
his companions were massacred by people of Ceram. After spending 
some time in warlike and anti-smuggling operations he returned to 
Holland in 1637. 

 He sailed for the Indies again in 1638 as skipper of a flute, taking his wife with him. From the outset he 
was treated as one of the most reliable skippers there. He was at first employed in military and trading voyages, 
but in 1639 was appointed second-in-command, under Quast, of two ships which set out in June to find islands 
believed to lie east of Japan. He returned in November from this search. Despite a disastrous death-toll on it, he 
offered to repeat the search, but was sent instead on trading voyages to Japan and Cambodia. 

 In 1642 he was appointed to command two ships to explore southern and eastern waters. Sailing in 
August he discovered Van Diemen's Land (now known as the island of Tasmania), New Zealand, the Tonga 
Islands and some of the Fiji group, and re-explored part of the north coast of New Guinea. On his return to 
Batavia in June 1643 he was chosen to take part in an expedition to form a settlement in the Tonga Islands from 
which the Chilean coast was to be raided; while this expedition was preparing, he was ordered to find whether 
there was a passage into the South Sea between Carpentaria (NE Australia) and De Witt's Land (NW Australia). 
For this purpose he set out with three vessels at the end of January 1644 and, following the coasts from Cape 
Valsche round to Cape Cloates, satisfied himself that, except perhaps at Endeavour Strait, there was no passage. 
He was rewarded after his return in August 1644 by confirmation in the grade of commandeur, with a 
substantial increase in pay dated back to the beginning of his voyage in 1642. 

 The plan to raid Chile was abandoned, and Tasman was appointed to the Council of Justice at Batavia. In 
mid-1647 he was sent on a mission to the King of Siam and was granted precedence over all Dutchmen in the 
kingdom. After that mission, he was given command of a fleet of eight vessels which sailed in May 1648 against 
the Spaniards. His conduct in this operation was unsatisfactory and, after his return in January 1649, 
proceedings were taken against him for having, when inflamed by liquor, treated one of his sailors in a 
barbarous way; as a result he was removed from office during the governor-general's pleasure. He was formally 
reinstated in January 1651, but not long afterwards retired from the service and became a merchant in Batavia. 
He died there in affluent circumstances in 1659. His daughter by his first marriage had married first Philip 
Heylman, and later Jacob Bremer. In 1661 permission was given for his widow to marry Jan Meyndert Springer. 

 Tasman was a member of the Reformed Church. He was a brave and energetic mariner, a humane and 
properly cautious explorer, and a conspicuously able commander, though over-hasty on one occasion at least. 
Reflections which have been cast upon his courage are the fruit of ignorance. There are two supposed portraits 
of him: one owned by the Royal Commonwealth Society in London, the other in the National Library in Canberra. 
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Cook, James (1728–1779) 
 

 James Cook (1728-1779), navigator, was born on 27 October 1728 at 
Marton-in-Cleveland, Yorkshire,  England, the son of a Scottish labourer and his 
Yorkshire wife. He grew up on a farm at Great Ayton, attending the village 
school, and at 17 was apprenticed to a shopkeeper at Staithes. After eighteen 
months, with the consent of all concerned, he gave this up for a more enticing 
apprenticeship of three years under John Walker, a Quaker coal-shipper of 
Whitby. Here he made some headway with mathematics and navigation and 
served two years before the mast in the Baltic trade. In 1755 Walker offered him 
a command, but instead Cook joined H.M.S. Eagleand within a month was 
master's mate. After two years on the Channel service, he was promoted master 
of the Pembroke, and in 1758 crossed the Atlantic in her and took part in the 
siege of Louisburg and the survey of the St Lawrence River that led to the 

capture of Quebec. Transferred to the Northumberland, he began surveying the 
coasts of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, in the winter months at Halifax 
reading solidly in his chosen subjects. 

 Back in England late in 1762 he married Elizabeth Batts (1742-1832?) of Shadwell, but soon returned to 
the Newfoundland survey, in 1764 winning his first command in the Grenville. The acquaintance he made here 
with the future Admiral Sir Hugh Palliser, then governor of Newfoundland and Labrador, the publication of his 
Newfoundland charts and his observation of a solar eclipse brought him to the attention of the Royal Society 
and the Admiralty. Although the society recommended Alexander Dalrymple as leader of the expedition to the 
South Seas to observe the transit of Venus, the Admiralty chose Cook, promoted him from master to lieutenant 
and gave him command of the Endeavour Bark, 368 tons. He sailed from Plymouth on 26 August 1768 with a 
complement of ninety-four, including Joseph Banks and his retinue. By way of Cape Horn, they reached Tahiti on 
13 April 1769 and duly made their observations on 3 June, meanwhile charting the islands and collecting natural 
history specimens. 

 Cook also had secret instructions to determine the existence of a southern continent (Antarctica) 
propounded by geographical philosophers. Accordingly he sailed for New Zealand in August, circumnavigated 
the islands, charted its coast and took formal possession. This work finished, Cook decided 'to steer to the 
Westward until we fall in with the E coast of New Holland'. At 6 p.m. on 19 April 1770 Lieutenant Hicks saw land, 
and a point at the south-east of the Australian mainland was named after him. Cook sailed north, charting the 
coast and seeking a harbour where the Endeavour's fouled bottom could be scraped. On 29 April he landed at 
Stingray Bay, where Banks and his naturalists collected such varied specimens that the anchorage was renamed 
Botany Bay (Located next to modern day Sydney). After a week they sailed again, making their second landing at 
Bustard Bay and a third near Cape Townshend. Further north Cook found himself within the Barrier Reef amidst 
dangerous shoals. Sounding their way and often preceded by the long-boat, they crept north, making two more 
landings in search of water, but at 10 p.m. on 11 June the Endeavour struck fast on a coral reef at high tide. 
Ballast, guns and decayed stores were jettisoned; then, two tides later she was hauled off with windlass and 
anchors, and after three days beached in the Endeavour River. Repairs and gales delayed them for seven weeks 
but, after rounding and naming Cape York, on 22 August at Possession Island, Cook once more 'hoisted English 
Coulers' and took possession of the whole eastern coast, later adding the name, New South Wales, in his 
journal. Satisfied that New Guinea and New Holland were separate islands, he sailed for Batavia, arriving on 11 
October. Repairs and refitting delayed his departure until 26 December, and he did not reach England until 13 
July 1771. 

 Not even the modesty of Cook's report could obscure the extent or importance of his achievements. His 
discoveries, apart from New South Wales, were not new, yet without a chronometer he had charted 5000 miles 
(8047 km) of coast with unusual accuracy. But he lamented his failure to find the southern continent and 
pleaded for another opportunity to seek it. He was promoted commander and given charge of an expedition, 
himself in the Resolution and Tobias Furneaux captain of the Adventure. On this second voyage in 1772-75, Cook 
circumnavigated the world in high southern latitudes. Its chief importance for Australian discovery was in 
February and March 1773 when the Adventure, parted from the Resolution by fog and gales, made for the south 
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coast of Van Diemen's Land. Here Furneaux renamed Adventure Bay on Bruny Island, sailed round Tasman 
Peninsula and up the east coast to Flinders Island, but through bad weather failed to reach Point Hicks before 
proceeding to rendezvous with the Resolution in New Zealand. On his third voyage Cook, now post-captain and 
fellow of the Royal Society, visited Adventure Bay himself on 26 January 1777, on his way to New Zealand and 
Tahiti. He went on to explore the Pacific coasts of North America and Siberia. In November 1778 he was at the 
Sandwich Islands (Hawaii), where at Kealakekua (Karakakooa) Bay he was killed on 14 February 1779. 

 Cook's strength was his self-confidence. He drove himself as hard as his men yet they followed him 
loyally, though they sometimes grumbled at his rules of hygiene and at the diet necessary to prevent scurvy, 
which were singularly successful in preserving the health of his crews. He was also severe on uncompliant 
natives whom he met on his voyages, and his readiness to use force contributed to his untimely death. His 
greatest achievements were negative, for they proved where land was not, but his coastal charting set high 
standards and many of his discoveries helped to create a second British empire. 
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