
Primary Documents – The Slave Trade 
 
Document 1 
"I must own, to the shame of my own countrymen, that I was first kidnapped and betrayed by some of 
my own complexion, who were the first cause of my exile and slavery.“ 
  - Ottobah Cugoano  
 
Document 2 
"The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so 
crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. This produced copious 
perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety of loathsome smells, and 
brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died.“ 
  - Olaudah Equiano 
 
Document 3 
 

 
 
Document 4 
“The latter gentleman was very loquacious, dwelling at much length upon our several good points and 
qualities. He would make us hold up our heads, walk briskly back and forth, while customers would feel 
of our hands and arms and bodies, turn us about, ask us what we could do, make us open our mouths 
and show our teeth, precisely as a jockey examines a horse which he is about to barter for or purchase. 
Sometimes a man or woman was taken back to the small house in the yard, stripped, and inspected 
more minutely. Scars upon a slave's back were considered evidence of a rebellious or unruly spirit, and 
hurt his sale.” 


