
Principles of Citizenship



Key Terms

• Citizenship –The status of a person recognized under the custom or 
law as being a legal member of a sovereign state.

• Rights – Things that citizens and residents are legally able to do

• Responsibilities – Things that should be done, or obligations that we 
fulfill voluntarily

• Duties – Things that are required to be done



The Idea of Popular Sovereignty
• Framers of the Constitution 

wanted the ultimate power and 
authority to rest with the people
• Through system of voting and the 

freedom speech citizens have the 
ability to influence government

“…and that government of the people, 
by the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth.” 

- Abraham Lincoln, Nov 19, 1863

Excerpt from Gettysburg Address



A Mutual Distrust
• US Constitution framed in such a 

way as to protect the government 
from an “Uneducated Mob”
• Electoral College instead of Popular 

Vote for Presidential election
• Until 1913 State Senators were 

elected by State Legislatures instead 
of a General Election (17th

Amendment)
• Changed to give General Population 

more political power and reduce 
corruption in the Senate

• Separated State politics from National 
politics



17th Amendment

• Popular Election of Senators 
(1913)

• Say state Senators will be 
elected directly by the popular 
vote



The Referendum System

• A Referendum is a special vote 
that can be brought on by a 
petition to attempt to overrule a 
law that has already been passed 
by the legislature
• Gives citizens the right to overturn 

actions of the government
• No system in place at the national 

level, but it exists at state and local 
levels

• Sometimes referendums used on 
laws that legislatures deem 
important enough



Rights and Responsibilities of 
Citizenship



Civic Rights

• Citizens have the right to vote

• All citizens are offered the 
protections of the constitution
• Freedom of Expression

• Freedom of Religion

• Right to a fair trial

• Right to vote in elections

• Right to apply for federal 
employment

• Right to run for public office

• Freedom of “Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness”



Responsibilities

• Obey the Law

• Pay Taxes

• Defend the Nation

• Serve as a Juror

• Attend School

• Be Informed

• Voice opinions

• Respect one another 

• Contribute to your community


